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Abstract
In recent decades, water issues have become crucial in the Iranian environment.

Iran suffers a shortage of water, nevertheless water consumption is beyond
international standards and water loss has reached at the highest level in the
agricultural sector. One solution for the efficient and more effective use of water is
taking coping strategies. Success of such strategies depend on the behavior of
farmers as actors. The present research examines social backgrounds in
groundwater conservation policies. The sample of the study was composed of 120
farm-owners of water rights in the central part of Qazvin Plain. For this study, the
survey method was applied and the instrument to collect the data was questionnaire
drafted by the researcher and the co-efficiency of the reliability test shows 60
percent. The results of this study indicate that farmers’ participation in the
groundwater resource conservation strategies requires considering the social
context. This depends on the type of intergroup and outsourcing of farmers. The
results showed that there was a significant relationship between people’s social
capital and their level of support. According to the results of this research, the
social capital in the sample population was evaluated to be less than average, and
the possible reasons for this issue were explained. The paper ends up with some
recommendations for policy makers.
Keywords: Coping policies, Participatory behavior, Survey, Water shortage
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