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Abstract
Entrepreneurship and sustainable rural employment are the main concerns of

rural planners. One of the most basic requirements for this is that young people
remain in the rural areas. Accordingly, the aim of this paper is to identify
individual and structural factors that are effective in keeping young people in rural
areas. Statistical results of the bivariate and multilevel modeling (HLM) shows that
rural youth are not willing to stay in rural regions. One may cite the following
individual factors contributing to this lack of interest in staying in rural areas: age,
marital status, education, communication with relatives in the city, as well as
employment status and job skills. People with higher human capital who have
technical skills and building related non-agricultural skills are not interested in
staying in rural areas. Moreover, the increased population in the villages and lack
of social welfare facilities in village are highly effective in reducing the tendency
of young people to stay in the villages.

Keywords: Entrepreneurship, employment, rural youth, youth retention, human
capital.
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