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ABSTRACT

Rural development has emerged as a response to the limitations of the modernization
paradigm, while sustainable development is now recognized as the dominant
theoretical framework in this field. Given the importance of rural areas in achieving
sustainable development goals, evaluating sustainability indicators is essential for
guiding rural development. Accordingly, this study aimed to assess the development
level of villages in Bileh Savar County based on economic, social, and
environmental sustainability indicators. The research was applied in terms of purpose
and descriptive-analytical in nature. Among approximately 600 villages in the
county, 12 villages with populations exceeding 500 were selected. The statistical
population consisted of 13,665 individuals, from whom 374 respondents were
selected using Cochran's formula. Data were collected through objective and
subjective methods using 18 indicators and a researcher-made questionnaire
comprising 32 five-point Likert-scale questions. Questionnaire validity was
confirmed through expert opinions and literature review, while its reliability was
verified using Cronbach's alpha (above 0.70). Data were analyzed using SPSS, and
the villages were ranked using the TOPSIS model, with their spatial distribution
mapped in ArcGIS. The findings revealed considerable differences in the
development levels of the studied villages. Babak village, with a PI coefficient of
0.832, was closest to the ideal level, whereas Oudlu village, with a coefficient of
0.287, was farthest from it. Overall, the villages achieved a PI value of 0.457,
indicating a relatively favorable level of development. The results also revealed an
imbalance among the three dimensions, with the economic dimension closest and the
environmental dimension farthest from the ideal level. This imbalance indicates the
inadequate application of a systemic approach and the predominance of an
exogenous development model. Furthermore, the weak position of environmental
indicators, particularly natural landscape satisfaction and environmental protection,
reflects the insufficient integration of environmental considerations into rural
development planning. In contrast, the superior position of economic indicators
suggests that the villages predominantly follow an agricultural-industrial
development paradigm.
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