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Abstract

Protected areas are natural resources set aside to preserve and enhance the populations of animals and plants.
Unfortunately, various factors have contributed to the degradation of some of these areas. To minimize this
destruction, it is essential to take into account the norms and perspectives of local communities. Therefore, this
research aimed to analyze the norms affecting nature conservation behavior using the normative activation
model in Badr and Parishan protected area located in Qorveh city, Kurdistan province, Iran. The research method
for this study involved a survey and collection of information using library and field methods. The statistical
samples consisted 385 residents of Pulosarkan, Sargal, Mihem Sefali, Mihem Alia, Vali-Abad and Nemat-Abad
villages in 2022, who were selected as respondents by simple random sampling method. The results of the
simple regression test indicated experimental confirmation of the research hypotheses. Also, among the
dimensions of norms, legal norms with the correlation coefficient 0.605, had the highest impact on respondents'
nature protection behaviors. Finally, path analysis (both direct and indirect effects) showed that norms with
effect 0.595 are strong predictors for nature conservation behaviors in Badr and Parishan region. Achieving
sustainable development in a society requires paying attention to society's participation in nature protection. The
proper management and sustainability of nature tourism relies on decision-makers and managers paying attention
to nature protection norms. This study found that sustainable prosperity can be achieved by prioritizing norms
and revitalizing ecotourism in the Badr and Parishan protected area.
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