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Abstract

This research was conducted in order to sociologically explain the role of Omid Entrepreneurship Funds in
the development of small businesses. The research employed a mixed-method approach, utilizing the thematic
analysis method in the qualitative part and confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) in the quantitative part. Interviews
and questionnaires were used for data collection. Composite reliability was applied to assess reliability and
validity in the qualitative part, while convergent and divergent validity were used in the quantitative part. In the
quantitative part, the statistical population includes 416 small rural businesses that have used the services of
Omid Entrepreneurship Funds in 2023. The sample size in the qualitative section includes 18 managers; first, 6
managers of Omid Entrepreneurial Funds and then 12 managers of small business companies in the villages of
Gilan province were interviewed using the principle of theoretical saturation, which finally led the researcher to
a theoretical model with 6 main sociological components. Hypotheses were tested by using SPSS software.
Findings showed that the first hypothesis about the group of managers had a significance level of 0.001, that the
satisfaction of managers was not significant. Other hypotheses about the two groups (fund managers and
company managers) had a significance level of less than 0.05, i.e. (0.000). As a result, the mean difference test
method was used to rank the components, and the components of Social Security with a value of 30.173 ranked
first, Social Participation with a value of 28.50 ranked second, Social Capital with a value of 28.18 ranked third,
Social Justice with a value of 25.34 ranked fourth, Social Satisfaction with a value of 20.84 ranked fifth, and
Social Solidarity with a value of 16.34 ranked sixth. According to the findings of this research, it is
recommended that fund managers prioritize granting loans to marginalized individuals when providing financial
support for establishing rural businesses in Gilan Province, as this will promote social justice among villagers.
Furthermore, it is suggested that the Omid Entrepreneurship Funds of Gilan Province employ experts to evaluate
loan applications and ensure effective loan distribution.
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