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Abstract

The formation and expansion of rural cooperative companies have been significant strategies and policies in
Iran's agricultural sector and rural society over the past 50 years. Recognizing the potential role of rural
cooperative companies, this research aims to identify the barriers hindering their development in Urmia city. The
study adopts an applied approach with an analytical-exploratory methodology, utilizing a qualitative-quantitative
approach. The statistical population consists of two groups: rural cooperative experts (15 individuals) selected
through targeted sampling, and managers and board members of rural cooperative companies in Urmia city in
2021 (120 individuals) where a census method was employed. Data collection involved document analysis and
fieldwork. The collected data was analyzed using exploratory factor analysis with the assistance of SPSS
software. The research findings reveal that the barriers to the development of rural cooperative companies in
Urmia city can be classified into seven categories: social-cultural factors, structural factors, economic factors,
managerial factors, political factors, organizational-supportive factors, and service characteristics. Among these,
the most significant factor identified is the cultural-social factor, explaining 11.41% of the variance changes.
This factor encompasses challenges such as low professional knowledge among cooperative members,
discrepancies in the levels of member participation and commitment, and a lack of a strong sense of
responsibility among members. Overall, these seven factors account for approximately 62% of the total variance
changes. Based on the research findings, recommendations include conducting empowerment workshops to
enhance members' awareness of cooperative principles and functions, prioritizing principled and realistic
planning based on cooperative needs, and addressing issues related to the banking system. Additionally, it is
suggested to implement programs specifically targeting the development of rural cooperatives in Urmia city.
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