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Abstract

Natural resources are the main sources of income for many villagers of country. The
diversity of stakeholders in natural resources field, leads to the conflict. Recognition of the
effective factors in the conflict between the stakeholders are very importatnt in natural
resource management. This study was done in Rural Regions of Southern Ardebil and
legal, managerial, exploitation, and social components were examined from the
perspectives of both experts and beneficiaries. To accomplish the research, 240
questionnaires were completed in target population. The validity of the questionnaire was
0.96. The Mann-Whitney U-test was used to compare differences between two groups.
The results show that in addition to the natural resources conflict in the whole region, in
terms of perspective, there is a significant difference between the factors affecting the
conflict between the local community and government experts. The most important
components for increasing the conflict in this region from the perspective of stakeholders
are lack of government support for the operator, cut down trees, people awareness level,
and according to the experts, lack of law, early grazing and level of awareness of
stakeholders. Land grabbing, Coaling, wood smuggling, and understory tillage aren’t the
most challenging issues. From the managerial point of view, both groups have declared
that the most effective way to reduce the conflict is the confinement of forests and
pastures, but the participatory management issues was not accepted according to the two
groups’ viewpoints. Effective presence of experts in the field, recognizing the livelihood
potentials of the region, and encouraging and educating people to know alternative jobs
are suitable ways to reduce conflict.

Keywords: conflict of interest, economic and social factors, exploitation, watershed,
rangeland deforestation
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