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Abstract

The tourism industry is recognized as the world's largest industry and is considered a crucial tool for
economic development across various sectors in all countries. The development of this industry, particularly in
rural tourism, can contribute to the growth of local businesses. The main objective of this study is to analyze the
factors that influence the development of rural tourism, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, from the
perspective of residents in Bozhan village, Neishabour. The research methodology employed is descriptive and
analytical. To ensure the validity and reliability of the questionnaire, factor analysis and Cronbach's alpha were
used. A guestionnaire based on Cochran's formula was administered to the villagers, with a sample size of 294
individuals. The sample selection from the local population was conducted using a simple random sampling
method. Descriptive statistics, exploratory factor analysis, multiple regression, and t-tests were employed to
achieve the research objectives. The collected data were analyzed using Excel and SPSS software. The statistical
results indicate that village attractions, village infrastructure, residents' attitudes, economic level, social factors,
managerial factors, and environmental factors are the key factors that influence the development of tourism in
Bozhan village and have a direct relationship with it. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has the highest
percentage of variance among the factors affecting tourism development, and it has an inverse relationship with
the dependent variable. Finally, based on the data analysis, several suggestions are provided for the development
of rural tourism in the region during the COVID-19 period.
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