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Abstract

The focus on rural development and the empowerment of rural communities is a crucial issue for
underdeveloped societies. In the past, it was believed that these communities could overcome poverty and
backwardness through interventions and comprehensive plans that provide sustainable livelihoods. However, it
is now clear that the internal power and capacity of rural communities play a vital role in achieving development
and creating sustainable livelihoods. This article aims to classify the ability and development potential of
villages in Malekshahi city based on socio-economic indicators. The research method employed in this study is a
survey, targeting households in the Malekshahi villages. The sample size consists of 580 samples, determined
using Cochran's formula. The sampling method employed is matched sampling, with samples selected randomly.
Data collection took place in 2020. The findings of the study indicate that the villages in Malekshahi exhibit
stronger social indicators, such as cohesion, participation, trust, skills, and education, compared to economic
indicators, such as employment, access to credit, income, and institutional structures. Therefore, it is
recommended to implement an empowerment program that focuses on providing sustainable livelihoods. This
program should leverage the local social and human capital while addressing barriers to accessing financial
credit and facilitating the circulation of small funds within rural communities. By doing so, rural communities
can enhance their economic indicators and create a more sustainable and prosperous environment.

Keywords: sustainable livelihood, the capacity of local communities, socio-economic indicators, clustering,
Malekshahi.
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